
 

Minister’s Meditation 

In the coming months, you are going to hear the 
word “covenant” floating around the church, 
including our President’s column.  In essence, 
covenant defines what holds us together as a non-
creedal faith; we are held together by our 
promises to one another, to our tradition, and to 
our work for a just and loving world.  These 
promises from the heart are about how we pledge 
to act when we are together.   

A Covenant of Right Relations helps clarify our 
expectations and how we want to live out our faith. 
So I invite you to participate this summer as we 
start the process of creating our very own unique 
congregational covenant. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Congratulations on our Stewardship Campaign!  
Your minister and staff are grateful for your 
commitment and enthusiasm.   

Now comes the hard part of choosing where we 
want to apply our resources – including time and 
talents as well as treasure.  Church planning is 
always a bit of an “If we build it they will come” 
kind of thinking.  Everything that we do is and will 
be focused on making our church a place people 
want to be, and want to stay.  This goes for Sunday 
morning, education, interest groups, spiritual 
explorations, volunteer opportunities and outreach.  
This requires good spirit, good company, good 
music and good space to do all these things.  

As before, I am asking you; what are your 
priorities if you want to help us sustain our 
growth?  What do we need to build to get there?  
What part of these efforts will we tackle in 
2014-2015?  We have creative ideas from our 
leaders and committees that we want to explore 
with you.   So let’s put away our wallets and put 
on our thinking caps and prepare for another 
great year ahead.   

See you at Annual Meeting. 

Rev. Sarah 
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The theme for the month of June is Covenant. 
 

Sunday, June 1, at 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah K. Person preaching 

May We Suggest 
Today we honor the youth among us, and the young at 
heart who have so much to share with them.  We offer 
encouragement and appreciation for those who are our 
future, and the future of our faith.  Join this 
intergenerational service for our classic Bridging 
Ceremony in a morning filled with special music and 
dance. Murray Kidd will be singing a solo this morning. 
  

Sunday, June 8, at 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah K. Person preaching 

To Touch a Life 
Deepening our faith is a lifelong delight and 
responsibility.  We are committed to transmitting our 
traditions, and creating new ones, with each generation 
that succeeds us.  We and our children will offer tribute to 
the teachers among us who offered us their best this past 
year.    Special music will be provided by Sue Curtiss 
(flute) and talented students in our R.E. program. 

 
Sunday, June 15, at 10:30 a.m. 

Rev. Sarah K. Person preaching 
Beginnings 

It’s Celebration Sunday!  It’s time to rejoice in our 
achievements and look ahead to our future, with a lively 
worship service, our Flower Communion, honoring 
volunteers, cheering our children and enjoying great 
music.  Please bring a flower to add to our gorgeous 
bouquet.  The Elsie Gaudette Award will be presented this 
morning.  The Chalice Choir is singing. 
 

SUMMER SERVICES BEGIN 
 

Sunday, June 22, at 9:00 a.m. 
Norm Grenier 

The eye of The beholder 
On the surface, a religious outlook on life appears quite 
irrational.  Yet religions are a universal phenomenon. 
Why?  Norm Grenier will explore this question using 
insights from psychology, science, and theology. This will 
be the first of our summer services and will take place at 
9 a.m. in the Parish Hall. Please join us. 
 

Sunday, June 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
General Assembly in Providence, RI 

No service at FUUSM. The Worship Committee 
encourages you to attend the worship service at General 
Assembly in Providence this morning.  (See back page.) 
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Chris’s Comments 
The information below is abridged from the UUA website.  I frequently go to the website either for 
specific information or to just browse.  I am rarely disappointed.  We have as a congregation been 
talking about Covenant for a long time.  The information included here speaks to me for many reasons.  
I hope you will read it and consider what a covenant would look like for First UU Middleboro today.  
We have a wonderful history of being there for one another, which may be our informal covenant. 
I am not going to reinvent what is said so well by the UUA.  Please read it and consider what it means 
to you individually and to us as a congregation.  As always, I would welcome hearing your thoughts. 
In Faith, 
Chris Korben, President 
“Covenant is a foundational part of Congregational Polity and the Free Church. Where creeds or 
doctrines hold other faiths together, we are held together by our promises to one another.” 
"Covenant" is Latin for "come together" and means a "solemn agreement" or "promise from the 
heart" regarding a course of action between parties.” 
“Our congregational covenants have a purpose essential to the practice of Unitarian Universalism: 
Covenants are a deep, abiding promise between equals to partner with each other and that which is 
bigger than ourselves to work for a just and loving world.  In other words, 

• What are our most important shared loyalties and commitments?  
• What do we promise to one another as we serve? 
• How are we to be together as a faith community?  
• How do we explicitly express our relationship with one another and with the object of our  
   shared ultimate commitment? 

Creating a covenant is something that each congregation has to do for itself.” UUA.org 
 

CASH IN THE PLATE - June 2014 
Conway House:  This program provides transitional housing for parents with younger children for 
periods of 8 - 12 months.  Families can be single parents of either sex or both parents.  The site can 
house up to 12 families at a time.  They provide workshops and programs such as work site etiquette 
and conduct, money management, budgeting, and other skills needed for independent living.  They can 
also provide counseling for those who need it. Their goal is to help the families become self-sufficient.  
They have been in business since 1998 and have helped more than 200 families in that time.  Clients 
come from an area of about 20 miles around Middleboro.  Conway House staff are eager to include 
volunteers in their activities and will find opportunities for anyone who is interested. 

 

 
 

GREEN TIP:  THINGS YOU NEVER KNEW WERE RECYCLABLE 
Rechargeable Batteries 

While nine states have passed laws banning rechargeable batteries from landfills, New York City and 
the state of California have passed the only laws requiring manufacturer take-back programs. This 
includes batteries for cell phones, laptops and other electronic devices. But if you live in an area that’s 
not covered by this mandate, Call2Recycle is a great place to start finding a recycling location.  

Courtesy of the Green Sanctuary Committee 



CONGREGATIONAL RETREAT 
No rain!  Lots of sunshine!  Wow!! 
The retreat was off to a great start.  A large group of participants enjoyed beautiful 
Ted Williams Camp and the company of fellow UUs. 
I thank the Retreat Committee – Rev. Sarah, Jeff Stevens, and Barbara Bancroft. 
Special expression of appreciation to our session facilitators:  Sue Curtiss – Mindfulness; Barbara 
Bancroft – Yoga; Ray St. Germain – Supporting me, Walking Meditations; Mike Schroeder – Nature 
Walk; Adrienne Williams & Rob Dragunas – Music in the Gazebo; Sue Sherman – Collage, Artistic 
Expression; and Rob Dragunas – Tai Chi on the Lawn. 
I think all the pieces for Awakened Spirits did fit together.  Sue St. Germain, Adult R.E. Chair 

 

 
 

JOIN US TO PAY DELICIOUS TRIBUTE TO OUR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION! 
Join us after the service on Sunday, June 8, for strawberry shortcake to celebrate the conclusion  
of the Religious Education program for the year.  It’s our way of thanking our teachers, storytellers,  
and other volunteers.   
Our last service of the year will be our Celebration Sunday, June 15, an intergenerational service. 
 

 
 

                           YOGA CLASS  
Barbara Bancroft is offering a yoga class in the Parish Hall on Monday, June 9, at 6:30 p.m. A 
donation of $5 per class is requested and will be given to the Minister's Discretionary Fund.  Please 
bring a yoga mat.  Call Sue St. Germain if you have questions. 
 

 
 

                             ANNUAL MEETING             POT LUCK SUPPER  
                                  Friday, June 13, 2014                         Friday, June 13, 2014 
                                            7:00 p.m.                                                6:00 p.m. 

 Members of The First Unitarian Universalist Society of Middleborough are 
                               invited to meet in the sanctuary of the church at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, June 13, for 
our Annual Meeting. EVERYONE is welcome at the Annual Meeting.  Only people who have signed 
the membership book by May 13, 2014, may vote; but everyone is welcome to attend and hear about 
the business of the Society. 
At 6:00 p.m., there will be a Pot Luck Supper preceding the event.  Please bring enough for your family 
and more.  Child care will be provided. 
 

 
 

    ATTENTION FUUSM MEMBERS! 
There are 3 members running for 2 At Large seats on the Parish Committee.  The election 
occurs at FUUSM's Annual Meeting on Friday, June 13.   
 

The candidates are:  Eileen Smith, Chad Michael, and David Berman.   
 

The President, Chris Korben, and Treasurer, Marc MacQueen, are re-running, at this point 
uncontested.  Barbara Bancroft has been reappointed by RE to be their Representative.   
 

Members, your vote is important.  Nonmembers are welcome but cannot vote. 
Cheryl MacQueen, Nominating Committee 



 
 

 
“Spring is bustin’ out all over!” Do you recognize this tune from the 1956 musical, Carousel? 
No matter how the decades fly, some things just don’t change, and the excitement of SPRING is 
one of them! Soon we’ll be in the lazy-hazy days of summer, but not before the final whoopla 
of music in the Sanctuary, singing up and down the aisles, some great blasts from the organ, and 
a little syncopation off the piano. It’s a great awakening. 
 

Major KUDOS to Rick Benard for taking on the major role of “Chief Electrician” in charge of 
getting the ancient organ motor OUT of the cabinet, into a repair shop, and back into the cabinet 
(all rewired and lovely again). This electric motor which supplies air to run through the organ 
pipes was installed sometime after 1921, and it was built to run FOREVER. Some of you may 
have noticed that the publicized Easter postlude of “trumpets” simply did not happen. A little 
servicing 80 years after installation, and we’re back in business. Thank you, Rick, for your time, 
expertise, and contacts in a world where it’s hard to find a machinist who can bring something 
meant to last forever back to life.  
 

Kudos also to the many people who continually contribute time and talent into our music 
program at FUUSM. The leaders of the pack are the stalwart amongst the Chalice Choir, PLUS 
the many generous and gifted people who add color and variety to our worship. The Chalice 
Choir will take a well-deserved hiatus over the summer and begin rehearsals again the latter 
part of August.  
 

Music-making in a village is such a blessing! We have much to learn from one another about 
developing worship and celebrating in community. Remember to keep a song in your pocket 
over the summer and send it out skipping joyfully over ponds & streams in your wanderings.  

Susan Land Hotchkiss, Director of Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  

 
 

 
 

               RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 
  

June is a month to celebrate Religious Education at FUUSM!! We honor and say good-bye to 
our graduating seniors on June 1; and on June 8, we thank the many volunteers who helped our 
RE program by teaching, reading stories, or aiding in one of special events through the year. 
The children want to thank you themselves, so please be sure to be in church that day!  
 

We are very grateful. I want to express my gratitude as well - your support helped make a year 
without a Director of Religious Education into a very busy, successful year, full of learning and 
fun. Many of you brought your wisdom and expertise and talents to the aid of the RE program, 
and the children were enriched. Don’t forget to attend the Strawberry Shortcake Party after 
church on June 8 - our way to say Thank You!  
 

Religious Education classes are over for this church year, but babysitting will continue to be offered 
downstairs. As always, BusyBags are available for children who get wiggly during the service. 
 

We have been finalizing our search for a new Director of Religious Education and hope to be 
able to introduce you to our new DRE soon. 

Cindy Benard, RE Chair 



PLANT SALE UPDATE 
Thank you to all who helped make our 14th Annual Spring Garden Sale a success!   We appreciated it very 
much!  We had a busy morning with lots of customers and many helping hands.  There are still a few plants 
left over for those of you who may have missed the sale.  We still have for sale a variety of 
annuals/vegetables, as well as perennials to choose from.  
 

This year we made a net profit of $1942.56 (so far...)!  This sale is in our TOP 5!  Please help us push it 
up a few slots by perusing the remaining items. 
 

Our lucky drawing winner this year was Ann Gamache, winning a hot air balloon hummingbird feeder.  
Please see the photo below of Eva presenting the prize to the winner.  Congratulations, Ann!  
 

 
    

Mike Schroeder and Maria Pucillo-Dunphy would like to specially thank the following people for helping to 
make the 14th Annual Spring Garden Sale a success: 
 Dody Adkins-Perry    Andrea Priest 
 Donna Ciappina     J.R. Pucillo-Dunphy 
 Juli Gould          Tiana and Eva P-D, GIT (Gardeners In Training…) 
 Pam Levine      Sue Sherman 
 Kevin O’Hara      Sandy Smiley 
       Jeff Stevens 
 

Plus everyone who donated plants or other items, as well as everyone who shopped at our event or took a 
chance on the drawing.  We couldn’t have done it without you all! 
 

As you make space in your gardens for all your purchases, please remember that we are always looking for 
empty pots for next year’s sale.  Please save your clean, non-brittle, empty pots for us to Reuse.  We will 
gladly take them at any time and store them for next spring. Please Remember: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 
  

Many people wonder what do we do with our leftover plants from the sale.  We are able to return the hanging 
plants and some of the annuals and vegetables to our supplier for a refund, if they are full trays of the same 
variety in good condition.  We keep the remainder to continue selling or to donate to worthy causes.  Each year 
some of our flowering perennial plants are donated to the Council on Aging and planted in the gardens there.   
 

Please consider Planting A Row For The Hungry in your own gardens.  Will you have more fruits and 
veggies from your garden than you can possibly eat?  Help us provide fresh produce to hungry neighbors in 
Middleboro and surrounding towns by donating extra vegetables to the Sacred Heart Food Pantry. 
    

Thank you, 
Mike Schroeder and Maria Pucillo-Dunphy, Spring Garden Sale Co-Chairs 



GREETERS  
June 1: Sylvia Camandona & Jim Norris 
June 8: Tricia & Larry Tummino 
June 15: Thalia & Bud Soule 
 

 

 

PARISH CARE 
Pastoral Care Help is available to assist with 
meals, transportation, emergency babysitting, 
and hospital visits during illnesses or other 
family emergencies.   
 

We are a diverse, active and caring community; 
and we welcome your questions and your participation.  You 
are always invited to call or visit our minister to discuss any 
matter of concern to you. 
 

               Meals: Pam Levine 
               Rides: Tricia Tummino 
               Cards: Doris Coombes 
               Caring Choir: Valerie Fontaine 

 
                 
 
 
 

 
 

 

WISH LIST 
The following items are needed by the church: 
recycled paper napkins 
“green” dishwashing liquid 
boxed non-perishable milk 
healthy snacks for coffee hour 
plastic storage bags (sandwich size and larger) 
herbal teas individually wrapped.   
 

See Andrea Priest if you are able to help. Thank you. 
__________________________________________ 

 

FOOD PANTRY 
Evalyn Buczek is handling our congregation's food 
pantry donations.  There are baskets in the parlor in 
which you may place your donations.  She will 
deliver items to the Sacred Heart food pantry as the 
baskets fill up.   
 

Please consider planting an extra row for the food 
pantry when planning your gardens this spring.  
Thank you. 
__________________________________________ 

 

WHEELCHAIR AVAILABLE 
AT THE GRANT BUILDING 

Visiting the FUUSM Office or attending a meeting 
at the Grant Building? 
There is now a wheelchair available for those in 
need. It is kept in the office closet.  Let someone 
attending the same meeting know that you would 
like to use it.   
The handicapped access is via the front door of the 
Grant Building. Someone can meet you there with 
the wheelchair.  It should be returned to the office 
when you leave the building. 
__________________________________________ 

 

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 
Providing flowers or another kind of altar decoration 
for a Sunday Service is a wonderful way we that we 
honor important life events and people we love or 
wish to memorialize. The donations are noted in our 
order of service.  
Full participation helps us get to know one another 
better as we share our memories of events and 
people that are important in our lives and, at the 
same time, it keeps our altar table looking fresh, 
adding a touch of beauty and interest to the week’s 
service.   
Please check the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
in the Parish Hall for a time when you might like to 
provide flowers for the altar.  Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

CRANBERRY CLUSTER 
Our fall gathering of the Cranberry Cluster will be held 
at the First Parish Church, Duxbury.  The date and time 
will be announced. 
 

We met in Bridgewater in the spring, and next winter 
we expect to meet in Fairhaven. Bud Soule 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Summer Newsletter Deadline (Firm)*: Sunday, June 8 
Church Office Closes for the Summer: Friday, June 13 
Pot Luck Supper & Annual Meeting: Friday, June 13 
Rev. Sarah’s Last Day for the Summer: Sunday, June 15 
General Assembly in Providence, RI: June 25 – 29 
 

*PLEASE NOTE:  The Summer Newsletter deadline is      
  the SECOND SUNDAY of June, not the third Sunday. 

 

 
 

SAVE YOUR SPACE! 
If you need to reserve space for your group to meet over 
the summer, contact the church office before June 8 
(office@uumiddleboro.org or 508-923-7757) so that the 
space you need can be reserved for you; and your 
meeting/event will be put on the church calendar. 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Online Registration: http://www.uua.org/ga/registration/index.shtml 
  

Program Information: http://www.uua.org/program/14599.shtml 
  

Housing Information: http://www.uua.org/ga/travel/index.shtml 
Home hospitality is still available as well as rooms at Brown and RI School of Design dorms. 
 

A FREE RIDE TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY FROM DUXBURY! 
First Parish Church Duxbury has made arrangements for a bus from Duxbury to General Assembly 
in Providence on Sunday, June 29.  They have invited people from First UU Middleboro to HOP 
ON THE BUS with them in Duxbury for free.  The bus will leave for Providence at 8:30 a.m. to 
arrive in Providence at 10:00 a.m.  The worship service begins at 11:00 a.m. You will have an 
opportunity to have lunch and to visit the UU Exhibit Hall at the Convention Center.  The bus will 
depart Providence at 3:00 p.m. 
This is a great opportunity to attend a Worship Service with thousands of other UUs.  You will be 
dropped off right at the Convention Center, so you will not have to walk far, nor will you have to 
pay for parking. 
To make a reservation, please contact Lenore at 781-934-6532 or email her at 
uuduxbury@verizon.net.  Anyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult.  Please do 
this as soon as possible to reserve your seat! 


