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Introduction: 
 

Thank you for volunteering to teach in our RE 
Program. Without the involvement of volunteers 
like yourself we would not be able to offer the 

program that we do.  
 

This presentation is designed to tell you everything 
you need to know to have a positive and enjoyable 

experience. 
 

Please feel free to contact me or a member of the 
RE Committee at any time with questions, 

concerns, ideas or suggestions.  
Juliet Donaldson (DRE) 



Program Objectives: 
 

Our main objective is for the children to feel 
welcomed, valued, loved and respected.  

When thinking about teaching remember these 
two quotes: 

“The method is the message”  
(Angus McLean, Universalist Minister and Educator) 

  
“People will forget what you said, people 
will forget what you did, but people will 
never forget how you made them feel.”  

(Maya Angelou) 
 

How you teach is more important than what you 
teach. If the children finish your class having 
had fun and wanting to come back next week 

you will have succeeded! 
HAVE FUN AND THE CHILDREN WILL TOO! 

 
 



Nuts and Bolts: Class Breakdowns 
We have three classes: 
 

v  Pathfinders (K to Gr 3)  
Meeting in the Rainbow Room 

v  Explorers (Gr 4-Gr 6)  
Meeting in the Parish Hall 

v  Adventurers (Gr 7 and up)  
Meeting in the Minister’s Office 

 
Volunteer for as many Sundays as you feel able.  
Ideally we would like volunteers to sign up for 
a complete unit (about 6 lessons in total) but if 
you can only manage a couple of Sundays or 
have a complex schedule just let me know and 
we can work around your other commitments. 



For 2016/2017 our theme is Superheroes: 
 

v  UU Superheroes: The Transcendentalists  (Sept / 
Oct) 

v  The Maccabees: Superheroes of Hanukkah (Winter 
Pageant, Nov / Dec) 

v  Superheroes of the Bible (Jan / Feb) 

v  Mahatma Gandhi:  A most Unusual Superhero 
(Mar / Apr) 

v  A Superhero Social Justice Project (May / Jun) 



Nuts & Bolts: Unit Structure 
Weeks 1 – 5: Regular Lessons 
Children will meet with their teachers in their age-
appropriate classes.  
 
Week 6: Chalice Circle 
The children and youth will work together in one 
group to prepare for the Family Wrap-Up service. 
There will be options to work on drama, music or art 
which will be presented during the following week’s 
service. 
 
Week 7: Family Wrap-Up service 
The final week is an intergenerational service where 
the children and youth share what they have learned 
with the rest of the congregation. 
 



 Nuts & Bolts: Who can teach? 
 
To help out in our program all adults and 
youth: 
 
v Must have been involved with the congregation 

for a minimum of six months.  

v   Must complete a CORI check. Fill out a CORI 
form and hand to Maria Pucillo-Dunphy along 
with your license. In most cases you will be 
able to teach as soon as the check has been 
run. However we may ask to meet with you so 
that we can clarify if something has come up. 

v A CORI check lasts for three years.  



Safety 
 
v  To protect everybody we have a rule that there 

must be at least two adults present with a group 
of children or youth. If for some reason there 
aren’t two adults for a group we will either 
merge the groups or have the two groups meet in 
the same space. 

v  If there is only one adult for the Adventurers 
class keep the Pocket door open between the 
Minister’s Office and the Parish Hall. 

v  If we need to evacuate the building, gather the 
children and escort them out of the Parish Hall 
door and over to the town hall lawn. Take your 
attendance sheet with you. The DRE will be the 
last to leave and will make sure that all the 
classrooms and bathrooms are empty. 



Format for the morning: 
 

 
v  Please feel free to check in with me before service 

and go through your lesson box. I get to church at 
about 9:30 so anytime between then and 10:15. 

v  Everyone begins upstairs in service at 10:30. 

v  After the Message for All Ages, at about 10:45, we all 
come downstairs together. 

v  Service ends at 11:30, so you have 45 minutes (often 
slightly less) of class time.  

v  Pathfinders should be dismissed to a parent.  

v  The Adventurers are in the Minister’s Office so your 
lesson can run a bit longer if you need extra time. 



 
The Lesson Plan: 

I will email each teaching team their lesson plan 
on Tuesday ready for Sunday. This should give 
you plenty of time to read it through, ask 
questions and liaise with your teaching partner.  

 
The lesson plan includes: 

v The names, grades and allergy information for 
children and youth expected to be in class. 

v A summary of the Message for All Ages, which 
forms the theme for the day. 

v Opening words, discussion topics and suggested 
activities. 



 
THE LESSON PLAN IS JUST A GUIDE!  

Don’t  worry if you don’t get through it. 
Go with the flow.  

If the group really likes an activity or 
wants to talk about something different 
then you are welcome to focus on that 

and ignore the plan.  
I always include more activities than 
you will have time for because there is 

nothing worse than running out of 
activities. I don’t expect you to do 

everything in the plan. 
 



 
The Lesson Box: 

 
Everything you need to teach will be ready for you in your 
lesson box. I suggest you go through it before service so 
you know where everything is. 
It will include: 

v  A copy of the lesson plan 
v  Opening words, chalice, candles and matches 

v  Any books or reading materials 
v  Craft items 

Water and snack items will also be in your classroom. The 
Adventurers can help themselves. With the Pathfinders offer 
snack if they seem hungry or you need to try something 

different. 
Please fill in attendance on the printed copy of the Lesson 

Plan. 



Covenant: 
 
At the start of the year each class 
will draw up a covenant (or 
promise) about how they will behave 
in class. 
Go through this covenant at the 
beginning of each unit or whenever 
you have a problem with behavior to 
remind everyone of how we want to 
be in community together. 



Growing lifelong UUs: 
Reference the 7 Principles whenever 
you can, and show them how we can 
live these principles in our everyday 
lives: 
1)  Respect for each person 
2)  Justice, equity, & care for each 
3)  We are free to grow & be ourselves 
4) We search for truth & meaning 
5)  Freedom of thought & votes for all 
6)  Peace, liberty & Justice for all 
7)  Respect for the interconnected web 

of all existence 



Superheroes come in many different guises and this year we’ll 
have our very own, based on our 7 Principles: 

 
Superman: With his ‘respectacles’ he sees the inherent worth of 
each and every person 
 
Justice Fighter: Wherever he finds inequality and injustice he’ll 
be there, with his ‘scales of justice’, fighting for justice, equity 
and compassion.   

 
Truth Seeker: With her ‘telescope of truth’ she works tirelessly to 
search for truth and meaning wherever it might be found. 
 
The Listener: She understands the importance of giving 
everyone a voice and listens carefully with her ‘hearing  
trumpet’, to ensure that all voices, however small, are heard. 
 
Peace Keeper: With his ’Peace Shield’ he works hard to build 
world community, with Peace, Liberty and Justice for all. 
 
Web Woman: With her ‘web of wonder’ she helps us understand 
our place in the interconnected web of all existence.  



 
Behavior Management: 
 
Sometimes teaching can be hard work. Sometimes children 
have bad days (just like us) and don’t want to take part. 
As adults we know pretty much what to expect when we come 
to church and we know that no-one will force us to do 
things we don’t want to do. In order to respect our children 
and youth make it clear that they don’t have to take part. 
Give them other options; as long as they don’t disturb the 
others let them read a book, draw, or just sit in the corner 
and watch. 
 
If you are having trouble with a particular child then please 
don’t hesitate to come and find me. I can take the child 
with me into the parish hall. Sometimes a change of scene is 
all that is needed. Occasionally if a child is very unhappy 
we may get their parents from service.  



 
My hope is that teaching in our 
program will allow you to: 
 
v Grow in your own faith 
v Learn new and important insights 
v Nurture your spirit 
v Form bonds with others, rooting 
yourself more firmly within our 
community 

v Fully share in the mission of this 
church 



The End! 
That’s most things covered. 

If you have any questions then 
let me know. 

I hope you enjoy teaching  
and once again thank you for 

your commitment to our 
children and youth. 


