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Thank you for volunteering in our RE Program. 
Without your involvement we would not be able 

to offer the program that we do. 

This presentation is designed to tell you 
everything you need to know to have a positive 

and enjoyable experience.

Please feel free to contact me or a member of the 
RE Committee at any time with questions, 

concerns, ideas or suggestions. 
Jedi master jools brianna (aKA Juliet Donaldson)



Program Objectives:

Our main objective is for the children and youth in our 
program to feel welcomed, valued, loved, and respected. 

When thinking about helping out remember these two quotes:
“The method is the message” 

(Angus McLean, Universalist Minister and Educator)
 

“People will forget what you said, people will forget 
what you did, but people will never forget how you 

made them feel.” 
(Maya Angelou)

How you are  is more important than what you teach. If the 
children and youth finish their Sunday morning having had 

fun and wanting to come back next week you will have 
succeeded!

HAVE FUN AND THE CHILDREN WILL TOO!
 
 



We have three age groups:

v Younglings (Pre K to Gr 2) 
Meeting in the E-Arth Room

v  Initiates (Gr 3 - Gr 6) 
Meeting in the Parish Hall

v Padawans (Gr 7 and up) 
Meeting in the Minister’s Office

Volunteer for as many Sundays as you feel able. 
Ideally we would like volunteers to sign up for a 

complete unit (about 5 sessions) but if you can only 
manage a couple of Sundays or have a complex 

schedule just let me know and we can work around 
your other commitments.



For 2017/2018 our theme is STAR WARS:
The Force Awakens – jedi principles (Sept / Oct)

Force for Change – creating a just and fair world (Oct / Nov)

The Return of the Jedi – an introduction to Buddhism (Jan / Feb)
Revenge of the Sith – exploring the dark side (Feb / Mar)

A New Hope – peace & reconciliation (Apr / May)
The Rebel Alliance – exploring democracy (May / Jun) 

 



The Force Awakens: an 
introduction
 
5 sessions: 
•  17th  Sept
•   24th Sept
•   1st Oct
•   8th Oct  
•  15th Oct RE wrap-up service 

•  Join Luke Skywalker’s new Jedi Academy and become either a 
Youngling, Initiate or Padawan

•  Learn the 7 Pillars of the Jedi 
•  Sign up for the Jedi trials
•  Discover the importance of community in the Jedi council
 



•  explore power,  privilege and the possibility 
of creating an ethical and just society 
through  Fair Trade.

•  This unit culminates in our Fair trade Event 
when we raise money for those with less 
power and privilege than ourselves.

Force for Change: 
creating a free and fair world
 5 sessions:
•  22nd Oct 
•  29th Oct
•  5th Nov 
•  12th Nov
•  19th Nov RE Wrap-Up Service





•  Walk the Noble Eight-Fold 
Path of Buddhism with Yoda 

•  Learn to become more mindful 
of yourself and the force

•  Learn the importance of 
‘acceptance’ in jedi 
philosophy

The Return of the Jedi: 
an introduction to Buddhism 
6 sessions:
•   7th Jan
•  14th Jan
•  21st  Jan
•  28th Jan
•  4th Feb
•  11th Feb



•  Explore the dark side of the 
force with Anakin Skywalker 
(AKA Darth Vader)

Revenge of the Sith: 
exploring the dark side  
5 sessions:
•  18th Feb
•  25th Feb
•  4th Mar
•  11th Mar
•  18th mar wrap-up service 
•  25th mar



become Peace Ambassadors with 
Qui Gon Jinn as we explore 
diversity and the possibility of 
peace 

A New Hope: peace & 
reconciliation  
5 sessions:
•   8th apr
•  15th apr
•  22nd apr
•  29th Apr 
•  6th May



•  Discover the power of dissent 
•  explore why the galactic republic fell to the empire 

and look for similarities with are own world
•  look at the world views of the sith vs the jedi and 

compare them to the political divides in America 
today

The Rebel Alliance:  
exploring democracy  
3 sessions: 
13th May
27th May, 
3rd, June
10th June RE Wrap-up service



How can you help?
Ø The Youngling group (preK to gr 2) We need two 

adults to teach this class.
Ø The intiate group (gr3 – gr6) will be led by Jedi 

master jools brianna (aka juliet Donaldson, 
DRE) We need one adult assistant to help in 
this class.

Ø The padawan class (Gr 7 and up) will be led by a 
different padawan each week.  We need two 
adults to facilitate and support this group



YOUNGLINGS: PRE K TO GR 2
§  THIS GROUP WILL LEARN ABOUT AN ALIEN RACE OF 

UNIVARIANS WHO INHABIT A TINY BLUE PLANET IN THE 
MILKY WAY GALAXY CALLED E-ARTH. 

The Univarians: 
•  Respect all beings 
•  Care for each other 
• 
•  Have curiosity 

•  Listen to many different voices 
•  Blow peaceful bubbles 
•  Care for their planet 



Meet a univarian!
§  THESE SOLAR POWERED 

ALIENS: 
ü   Wear ‘goodness goggles’ to 

see everyone’s importance 
ü   Blow peaceful bubbles 

spreading harmony through 
the galaxy 

ü  Have listening antennas to 
hear the opinions of others  
ü  Are equipped with  warm 

hearts and helping hands 
ü  Use a special book called “The 

Univarian Guide to the Galaxy” 
to help them make decisions 



INTIATES and padawans

v Each week the teams will be given a mission to 
complete within a specified time with support from 
the adults 

v Each mission will be in a sealed mission box and full 
instructions given 

v They’ll be Jedi trials to work towards during the year 
v Padawans will take it in turns to be mission leaders 

directing the other Padawans with assistance from the 
adults. Jools Brianna will lead the Initiate group 



 Nuts & Bolts: Who can be involved? 
 

v To help out in our program all adults and youth Must 
have been involved with the congregation for a 
minimum of six months and have a valid CORI check. 

  
v  If you haven’t had a CORI check yet, Fill out a CORI 

form and hand to Maria Pucillo-Dunphy along with your 
license. 

  
v A CORI check lasts for three years.  



Safety 
 
v  To protect everybody we have a rule that there must be at least two 

adults present with a group of children or youth. If for some reason 
there aren’t two adults for a group we will either merge the groups 
or have the two groups meet in the same space. 

v  If there is only one adult for the Padawan group keep the Pocket door 
open between the Minister’s Office and the Parish Hall. 

v  If we need to evacuate the building, gather the children and escort 
them out of the Parish Hall door and over to the town hall lawn. Take 
your attendance sheet with you. The DRE will be the last to leave and 
will make sure that all the classrooms and bathrooms are empty. 

v  Younglings should always be dismissed to a parent/ guardian 



Format for the morning: 
 

v  Please feel free to check in with me before service anytime between  
9:00 and 10:15. 

v  Everyone begins upstairs in service at 10:30. 

v  After the Message for All Ages, at about 10:45, we all come 
downstairs together. 

v  At 11:25, the Mission Bell will sound, the Padawan and Initiate 
groups will clear and tidy their areas and meet at Mission Control 
(the two large tables in the parish hall) for a debrief. Here we will 
share the results of our missions and if the service is running 
longer than usual we’ll sing songs and do some mindfulness 
activities. Younglings are welcome to join us or stay and finish their 
activities in their own area.

 



 
The Mission Plan: 

I will email each volunteer group the Mission Plan on Tuesday ready for 
Sunday. This should give you plenty of time to read it through, ask 
questions and liaise with your Mission partner if applicable.  

 

The Mission Plan includes: 

v  The names, grades and allergy information for children and youth 
expected to be in class. 

v  A summary of the Message for All Ages, which forms the theme for the 
day. 

v  Everything required to know what you’ll be doing on a Sunday morning. 



Covenant: 
At the start of the year each group will draw up a covenant 
(or promise) about how they will behave when together. 
For the Padawans and Initiates this Covenant will be glued 
to the inside top lid of their mission boxes. 
Go through this covenant whenever you have a problem 
with behavior to remind everyone of how we want to be in 
community together. 



The 7 Pillars of the New Jedi Academy:

Jedi Honor all beings

Jedi have Compassion for all living things

Jedi have Acceptance  of both themselves and 
others

 Knowledge of the force and the universe is a 
vital  part of a jedi’s education

Jedi defend and support Democracy
Jedi travel the galaxy as Peace ambassadors. 

Jedi are strong with The Force and understand 
its nature



The jedi code 

Compassion and peace
 and democracy

Honor and knowledge
Joined by the force



 
Behavior Management: 
 

Sometimes teaching can be hard work. Sometimes children have bad 
days (just like us) and don’t want to take part. 
As adults we know pretty much what to expect when we come to church 
and we know that no-one will force us to do things we don’t want to do. 
In order to respect our children and youth make it clear that they don’t 
have to take part. Give them other options; as long as they don’t 
disturb the others let them read a book, draw, or just sit in the corner 
and watch. 
 

If you are having trouble with a particular child please don’t hesitate to 
come and find me. Sometimes a change of scene is all that is needed. 
Occasionally if a child is very unhappy we may get their parents or 
guardian from service. 



My hope is that being involved in our 
program will allow you to:
v Grow in the force
v Learn new and important insights
v 
v Form bonds with others, rooting yourself 

more firmly within our community
v Fully share in the mission of this church



² Now take this quick quiz: 
 
² Who must Younglings be dismissed to at the end of class? 
² What should you do in the case of a Fire? 

² How many adults should be with a group of children or 
youth at any one time? 

² What happens at 11:25? 

² What Alien race are the Younglings studying this year? 
² When should you refer to the group Covenant? 



May the Force be with you!
That’s most things covered.

If you have any questions then let me 
know.

I hope you enjoy being involved in our 
program 

and once again thank you for your 
commitment to our children and 

youth.	


