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The First Unitarian Universalist Society of Middleborough 
April 19, 2020   10:30 a.m. 
 
Gathering Music   Barry Simon (hammered dulcimer) 
  Rain on the Ice Pond by B. Simon 

(inspired by rainfall outside the art barn on Star Island) 
   
Welcome & Announcements  
 
Hymn  Shall We Gather at the River  (See page 3) 
  
Call to Worship  To Begin with, the Sweet Grass, Part 3 (excerpt)  

by Mary Oliver 
   
Chalice Lighting  (Everyone can light their candles at home.) 
  A Community of Faith (amended)  by Judith L. Quarles 
      (Spoken in unison) As we light our chalice today,  
 let us remember that we are part  
  of a great community of faith. 
 May this dancing flame inspire us  
  to fill our lives with the Unitarian Universalist ideals  
  of love, justice and truth.  
 
Chalice Lighting Response    May We Shine a Light of Love            

Words & Music by Joyce Poley 
 May we shine a light of love,  
 May we shine a light of love, 
 With ev’ry thought,  
 With ev’ry step we take 
 May we shine a light of love. 
 
Musical Offering    Tony Soares 
  What a Wonderful World by George Weiss & Bob Thiele 
   
Message for All Ages   Kelly Lownds 
  The Earth and I by Frank Asch 
 

Time of Meditation & Prayer 
    Call to Meditation  Spirit of Life         Words & Music by Carolyn McDade 
 Spirit of life, come unto me. 

 Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 
 Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
 move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
 Roots hold me close; wings set me free; 
 Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me. 
    Meditation  Fire by Judy Brown 



 

2 
 

Reading  The Journey by David Whyte 
 
Sermon  Blue Skies Rev. Sarah Person 
 
Offertory   Patty Simon (flute) & Shelley Otis (harp) 
  Morning Mood from Peer Gynt Suite by Edvard Grieg 

 
Hymn  Winds Be Still  (See page 4) 
  
Unison Benediction Go out into the world in peace.   
 Have courage.   
 Hold on to what is good.   
 Return to no person evil for evil. 
 Strengthen the fainthearted.   
 Support the weak.   
 Help the suffering.   
 Honor all beings. 
 
Sung Benediction   Go Lifted Up Words & Music by Mortimer Barron 

 Go lifted up, Love bless your way,  

 moonlight, starlight guide your journey into peace 
 and the brightness of day. 
 
Postlude   Murray, Nancy, Eddie, & Owen Kidd 
  Now the Green Blade Rises  

French Carol, arr. for handbells by M. Kidd 
 
Extinguishing the Chalice   by Becky Laurent 
      (Spoken in unison) As flame is to spirit, so spirit is to breath, 
  and breath to song.  
 Though we extinguish the flame in this sanctuary,  
 may we tend it in our hearts until we meet again. 
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Shall We Gather at the River 

Words & Music:  Robert Lowry 
 
 

 

 Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 

 with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 

 Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river,  

 gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

 

 On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray, 

 we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day. 

 Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river,  

 gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

 

 Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev’ry burden down. 

 Grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and a crown. 

 Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river,  

 gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

 

 Soon we’ll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease, 

 soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace. 

 Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river,  

 gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 
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Winds Be Still 

Words:  Richard S. Kimball 
Music:  Samuel Sebastian Wesley 

 
 

 Winds be still.   

 Storm clouds pass and silence come. 

 Peace grace this time with harmony. 

 Fly, bird of hope, and shine, light of love, 

 and in calm let all find tranquillity. 

 

 Bird fly high. 

 Lift our gaze toward distant view. 

 Help us to sense life’s mystery. 

 Fly high and far, and lead us each to see 

 how we move through the winds of eternity. 

 

 Light shine in. 

 Luminate our inward view. 

 Help us to see with clarity. 

 Shine bright and true so we may join our songs 

 in new sounds that become full symphony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


