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We are offering virtual worship services.  
The link to each service will be posted 

on our website every week. 
 

Sunday, November 1, at 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Person preaching 

The Challenge of Hope 
This Sunday is traditionally our All Souls service -- a time when we 
remember those who have passed on before us.  They lived through their 
own world-changing events and taught us about survival, resilience and 
reconciliation.  At the end of the service we will hold up our candles to the 
screen and offer the names of those we remember in the name of love.  
Special music will be provided by Bet Giddings. 
 

Sunday, November 8, at 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Person preaching 

Step by Step 
On November third we will have voted in one of the most significant 
elections of our time.  We know whatever happens, the path 
forward will not be an easy one.  Join us as we express our hopes 
for and our commitments to the future.  Special music will be provided 
by Patty Simon. 
 

Sunday, November 15, at 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Person preaching 

What Will We Do for Love 
The Racial Justice Task Group has been studying systemic racism and 
how deeply it is embedded in our history, our society and even in 
ourselves.  We have explored much and yet recognize we are just at the 
beginning of a long journey.  We invite you to share in what we have 
learned and together as a congregation perhaps find ways in which our 
faith can help deepen our commitment to furthering the cause of “racial 
justice for all."  Special music will be provided by a Chalice Choir Quartet. 
 

Sunday, November 22, at 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Sarah Person preaching 
What They Didn’t Teach Us 

How many of us growing up in the U.S. would have felt differently about 
our Thanksgiving traditions if we’d known then what we know now about 
the devastations of colonialism?  Maybe it is time to reexamine what the 
holiday means to us, and how we might imagine a future observance built 
on truth.     
 

Sunday, November 29, 2020 
Rev. Sarah Person preaching 

Just When We Start Opening Doors 
Remember the Advent calendars?  It was an act of un-childlike discipline 
to open only one tiny door a day.  This is the season of waiting and 
anticipation, of good things arriving in their own time.  We have been 
waiting for good news for too long, having to content ourselves with 
stories of kindness and courage that seem few and far between.  What 
will Advent mean to you in this extraordinary year? 

Minister’s Meditation 
Gathering Together 

As I write this, cases of the pandemic are 
skyrocketing across the country.  It has affected my 
extended family, one seriously, and every day is a 
day of waiting for news.   
 

With the weather getting colder, and our holidays 
approaching, we will want to seek the warmth of 
company.  It will be hard to resist a full Thanksgiving 
table, and hard to resist seeing friends and loved ones.  
I know that many of you are reconciling yourselves to 
virtual dinners and remote gift-giving.  Some of you are 
planning carefully to visit family by maintaining 
quarantine and getting tested before you travel.   
 

But I also know, despite the fact that I and others care 
deeply for you and your well-being, that some of you 
are careless about yourselves and those close to you.  
It may be fatigue with the restrictions.  It may be denial 
about the seriousness of the threat.  It may be distrust 
of doctors and scientists.  It may be disbelief that things 
as simple as wearing masks and washing hands and 
staying apart in social settings (like passing one 
another on the street) can truly make a difference.  It 
may be the belief that you cannot change things.  I 
implore you to reconsider, not just for your own sake 
and for the sake of those around you, but for the sake 
of the principles that have guided you as a Unitarian 
Universalist.  If you truly believe in the worth of human 
beings, in reason and truth, in how we are all 
connected to one another and to this earth, then 
please realize you are meant to be so much more than 
a rebel for the sake of your own comfort – or your own 
dread. Ignoring simple precautions is truly being a 
rebel without a cause.  The only cause that is helped 
by our inaction is this disease.  The strangest aspect 
of this pandemic is that we will only stem the tide if we 
act together in staying apart.  Let us gather together as 
safely as possible so we can be there to celebrate 
each other next year. 
 

Blessings, 
Rev. Sarah 
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INDEED! We’ve got a show in the mix, unlike anything we’ve ever done before. It will be virtual, filmed 
this month, mixed and mastered in December, and packaged up for YOU on New Year’s Eve. The name 
is “REBOOT 2020” – mark your calendar for 12/31 at 8:00 PM.  
 

The music community within UU Middleboro is ON FIRE, working hard to hold us all together. 
Tony Soares and Stephen Larrett have stepped forward to give us a New Year’s Eve to remember. 
Although there is no fixed charge to the show, you will need to register in order to receive a link (stay 
tuned for more on that!), and there will be opportunities to make a financial donation into the 
fundraising efforts of our church. How much? Somewhere between $1.00 and $100.00 should do the 
trick. If you need a suggested amount, I’d go with perhaps $30 per adult. Whatever you are able to give 
is much appreciated. Please note, you do not need to donate to enjoy this fabulous show.  
 

What does it mean to be ON FIRE? What does it mean to hold our community together? What does it 
mean to hang in there, hunker down, find new ways of doing things, be brave, live each precious day 
to the best we are able? I think that last question answers the first two. We have a remarkable UU 
community in Middleboro. And we’ve got a show!  

       Susan Hotchkiss 
Director of Music 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A New Year’s Eve Celebration, Reimagined for Today’s Virtual Realm 
Say goodbye to 2020 and all that went with it by joining UU Middleboro in pressing CTRL – ALT – DEL 
on 2020 and upgrading to a brand-new version - 2021 with a virtual concert on New Year’s Eve!  In the 
spirit of MEN WHO COOK, WOMEN WHO SING, join us for an evening of music and more (maybe a 
few surprises)!   
 

You are cordially invited to enjoy the wondrous entertainment of talented performers that you may 
enjoy virtually from the comfort of your home. This streaming 90-minute show will rival the great UU 
performances of yore and also provide an opportunity for interested patrons to donate funds.  
 

Mark your calendars now for REBOOT – 2020 on New Year’s Eve at 8:00 p.m. You can snuggle up on 
your sofa in your PJs and not have to worry about the weather or driving home. If you can’t watch the 
show “live”, a link will be provided to access the program at a later time.  
 

Time to say goodbye to 2020 and “REBOOT" with 2021!  Registration details will be coming soon.  



 

 
 

 

RELIGIOUS 

EXPLORATION 

 
 
 
In Youth News 
The youth participated in Vote Forward on October 16.  Owen Kidd, Niko Pucillo-Dunphy, Jesse Hoyle, 
Christine Hoyle, Kelly Lownds, Hope Lownds, Jeremy Wilbar and Nicola Wilbar all wrote notes to 
voters encouraging them to vote!  The letters were mailed out on October 17. 
 

The Junior Youth shared pizza and ideas for this upcoming year, and the Senior Youth shared pizza 
and decorated pumpkins.  We will start working together on our Youth Multiculturalism and Anti-
Racism Project in November. 
  
Unexpected Heroes 
In October the youth got together for Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. each Sunday.  We had groups of 2 
to 6 students for the early classes, and we had good participation.  We have converted from using 
Webex to using Zoom, and it is going very well.  On Sunday, the 25th, the children went on a virtual 
tour of the church and visited the place that many of us are missing.  Rev. Sarah shared her stole with 
the children during our tour. 
 

In November we will continue to share our heroes.  One of our heroes in October was Harvey Milk, and 
we shared the story of the Pride flag.  The children will be encouraged to share their heroes each week, 
and we will continue to learn about the small steps we can do to make a difference in the world. 
  
Senior and Junior Youth 
The schedule is finally set!  Senior Youth will meet in person the first Sunday of the month from 4:00 
to 5:30 and virtually on the third Sunday of the month from 4:00 to 5:30.  Junior Youth will meet in 
person the second Sunday of the month from 4:00 to 5:30 and virtually on the fourth Sunday of the 
month from 4:00 to 5:30.  We all will be working on the Multiculturalism and Anti-Racism Project. 
  
Teddy Bear Sleepover 
Do you miss seeing each other in person at church?  Do you think it would be fun to have a sleepover 
at church?  Let’s get our teddy bears together! I will be available Saturday, November 14, from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m. at church.   You can drop off your teddy bear or let me know you would like a stand-in teddy 
bear friend from church.   I will stream activities (toasting marshmallows, eating snacks, playing a 
game, bedtime and breakfast in the morning) with our teddy bears for you to watch on Facebook 
Live.  The schedule of activities will come out the week of our sleepover.  Let me know at 
dre@uumiddleboro.org if you are interested.  I can’t wait to be together with all our friends! 

Kelly Lownds 
Director of Religious Exploration 



 

 

                 JUST THIS SANGHA 
                 Fridays:  November 6, 13, 20, 27 
                                        6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

We meet every Friday at 
6:00 p.m.  Contact Tom Tanguay at 
tomjtanguay@gmail.com for further 
information.  All are welcome.    

 

        

        LET’S DO LUNCH 

      Thursdays:  November 5, 12, 19 
                        12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
 
          Links will be sent out 
                 for this event. 

 

 

VIRTUAL ZOOM OFFERINGS 
 
 
                    

                COFFEE HOUR 

             Tuesdays:  November 3, 10, 17, 24                                           
                                     10:30 – 11:30 a.m.          
                 
 
               Links will be sent out 
        for this event. 
                                                                                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
                     

        

 

 

 

                     NEW MOON MEDITATION 
                                             with Natalie Johnson 
                                      Sunday, November 15 
                                                              6:00 – 6:45 p.m. 
This month’s New Moon brings us together for the first time since the 
election. However the outcome sits with us, it is certain that we are facing 
many challenges moving forward. There is much to consider as we try to 
make sense of a world beset by division, climate crisis and the ongoing 
pandemic.  The world we now inhabit is in many ways uncharted territory, 
and it is up to all of us to decide the best way forward in creating a brighter 
and more equitable future for all beings.  
  

Join us as together we plant the seeds of new beginnings under this dark 
Scorpio moon.   All are welcome. 

 

mailto:tomjtanguay@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL ZOOM OFFERINGS (continued) 
 

                          
                                                      
 

                                             Monday, November 16 
                                                  6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Our November Book Club date is November 16.  We will be reading 
Women of the Copper Country by Mary Doria Russell. I will have up to 12 
copies available.  
 

We meet on the 3rd Monday of every month. Please contact me at 
carleenml@aol.com if you are interested in joining us.   

Carleen Loper 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

RACIAL JUSTICE FILM INFO  

Virtual Discussion 
Saturday, November 21 

9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
This month, the Racial Justice task force brings you Race: The Power of An 
Illusion. This is a 3-part PBS documentary about race in society, science, and 
history. For November, please watch the first two videos (each 57 minutes long). 
The first one is called The Differences Between Us, and the second one is The Story 
We Tell.  They can be viewed by clicking on the following link:   
 

https://mem.intervarsity.org/resources/race-power-illusion-documentary 
 

On Saturday, November 21, at 9:30, there will be a film discussion. Please join us 
as we explore racial justice issues through the UU Middleboro film series. 

                              

                           

                                FULL MOON MEDITATION 
                                 with Natalie Johnson 
                                                                            Monday, November 30 
                                                                                     6:00 - 6:45 p.m. 
Many of us will have enjoyed a traditional Thanksgiving holiday with family and friends.  Tonight 
the invitation is to experience a different kind of thanksgiving and to acknowledge gifts to and 
from the natural world as we journey together under this Full Sagittarian Moon.  We will both offer 
and receive gifts from the land we stand upon, the ancestors of the land’s original caretakers,  the 
elements, and the more than human beings including the standing stones, the streams and rivers, 
those with fur or fin or feathers, those who slither and crawl - all the myriad beings who enrich our 
lives and are seldom noticed or thanked.   
 

Join us as we gather in  circle to honor these beings and to give thanks for their many blessings.  
All are welcome.                    

mailto:carleenml@aol.com
https://mem.intervarsity.org/resources/race-power-illusion-documentary


VIRTUAL PARISH COMMITTEE MEETING  
October 21, 2020 

Present:  Jim Bonnar, Bob Waterman, Marc MacQueen, Katie Allen, Rev. Sarah Person, Lois Aldrich, Eileen Smith 
Guest:  Alan Melchior 
 

Minister’s Report:   
-Rev. Sarah reported that the internet has been upgraded, and there has been much improved connectivity in the church, which 
will have a positive impact on church meetings.  
-Church attendance (virtual) has been steady but is less than this past spring.  Rev. Sarah will follow up with Doreen Levasseur to 
see if it would be possible to reach out to members and friends who have not been participating virtually. 
-Discussion around “Candles of Joys and Sorrows”, which has not been happening during virtual church services due to privacy 
concerns.   Some members have asked if this can be reinstated during virtual services. Need to explore further. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Marc MacQueen reported that the church continues to receive deficit reduction gifts!  Discussion around where 
to keep remaining funds in the I Love My Church fund.   Marc suggested if kept in investment fund it be a separate fund and be low 
risk.    Marc will follow up with Rick Benard to determine options. 
 

Fundraising:  Some of the fundraising events that are being planned:  Flash Plant Sale, Holiday Theme Service Auction, and a New 
Year’s Eve Concert (Music Committee).   Other possible fundraising ideas include a Paint Night; Road Race/Scavenger Hunt (in 
the spring - mentioned by John Mullen during this year’s Listening Circles), a modified Yard Sale (late spring), Drive-Up Chili Take-
Out (similar to Soups On!), and provide full meals.    Bob Waterman suggested organizing another brainstorming fundraising 
session for next year.    
 

Give Lively:  Alan Melchior talked about Give Lively, a not-for-profit fundraising platform that he has researched in response to the 
PC’s desire to have a platform to sell event tickets as well as to have a donate button on the church’s website.  Give Lively offers their 
customers a platform that can sell tickets and that can raise funds through “widgets” (i.e., a donate button on the website or ability to 
text donations).   Give Lively does not charge fees for use of their software.  However, there would be small fees for use of Stripe (the 
payment component).  Membership in Give Lively is free, but organizations must be registered as a non-profit 501 c3 company.   PC 
unanimously agreed to move forward with Give Lively.   Alan and Marc to follow up with the hope that we will able to use the platform 
for the New Year’s Eve Concert.   Thank you, Alan, for your research!! 
 

RE:    Rev. Sarah reported that Kelly continues to meet with youth groups outdoors (weather permitting) on the 1st and 2nd Sundays 
of the month.  The curriculum Kelly is using is titled “To Be the Change” and is for all grades.  The Senior Youth Group will be 
sending out a survey regarding a gender-neutral bathroom to the congregation.   The PC will need to review options and give the 
OK to any final recommendations.    RE also has a Teddy Bear Sleepover coming up. 
 

Public Relations:  Looking to develop a PR team.   So far Bob Waterman, Katie Allen and Gil Cote have expressed interest.   Katie 
has also offered to assist in being the church’s web administrator.  Rev. Sarah will contact the interested parties to further discuss.    
Rev. Sarah also mentioned that a production team is needed to coordinate Sunday services.  Alan Melchior and Dan Hotchkiss 
have been functioning in this capacity, but it is a considerable amount of work and would be good to train others to run virtual 
services and meetings. 
 

Racial Justice:  The task group held its last meeting on October 19.  The group is planning to discuss its process and experiences 
and present recommendations to the congregation on November 15.  One of the suggestions is to continue the racial justice group 
under the auspices of the church’s Social Justice Committee.   This committee has been inactive and is in need of a chair and 
committee members.   The task group also plans to send out a survey to the congregation after the November 15 presentation 
which will provide information as to what actions, if any, congregation members are interested in pursuing around racial just ice in 
our church and in our community. 
 

Cash in the Plate:  Discussion on Cash in the Plate for November and December.   Rev. Sarah stated that the church’s Discretionary 
Fund is flush and that we need to decide where/how to spend these funds.  Should we wait until November to see if government 
(COVID) assistance with utilities and rent continues?   If it is stopped, then this assistance will be needed by some in our community. 
 

MAC Representative: Cheryl MacQueen is retiring as rep.   Sandy Smiley has offered to volunteer when she retires.   Thank you, Sandy! 
 

PC Retreat:  The PC retreat is coming up November 7.   Some thoughts for agenda/goals:  get acquainted with each other and our 
roles, responsibilities, and expectations as PC members; review church’s committees, their functions and goals; review social 
justice initiatives and how we go forward into public display of activism; who does PC serve; and review our vision statement in 
context of the pandemic.  Please email any other suggestions for Retreat to Jim Bonnar or Bob Waterman. 
 

Next PC Meeting:  Retreat November 21 – 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 



NOVEMBER 2020 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

10:00 a.m. 
Virtual 

Religious 
Exploration 

 
10:30 a.m. 

Virtual 
Worship Service 

 
4:00 p.m. 

Senior Youth, 
Parish Hall 

2:00 p.m. 
Recording, 
Sanctuary 

 
10:00 a.m. 

Peaceful Quilters, 
Parish Hall 
10:30 a.m. 

Virtual Coffee Hour 
1:00 p.m. 
Rehearsal, 
Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. 

Zoom 
Choir Rehearsal 

12:00 noon 
Order of Service 

Deadline 

12:00 noon 
Virtual 

Let’s Do Lunch 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Spirituality Group 

1:00 p.m. 
Organ Practice, 

Sanctuary 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Just This Sangha  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

10:00 a.m. 
Virtual 

Religious 
Exploration 
10:30 a.m. 

Virtual 
Worship Service 

4:00 p.m. 
Junior Youth, 
Parish Hall 

2:00 p.m. 
Recording, 
Sanctuary 

10:00 a.m. 
Peaceful Quilters, 

Parish Hall 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Virtual 

Coffee Hour 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Zoom 

Choir Rehearsal 

 
 

12:00 noon 
Order of Service 

Deadline 

12:00 noon 
Virtual 

Let’s Do Lunch 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Spirituality Group 

1:00 p.m. 
Organ Practice, 

Sanctuary 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Just This Sangha 

5:00 p.m. 
Teddy Bear 
Sleepover, 
Parish Hall 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

10:00 a.m. 
Virtual 

Religious 
Exploration 
10:30 a.m. 

Virtual 
Worship Service 

4:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Senior Youth 
6:00 p.m. 

Virtual 
New Moon 
Meditation 

Newsletter Deadline 

2:00 p.m. 
Recording, 
Sanctuary 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Virtual 
Book Discussion 

Group 

10:00 a.m. 
Peaceful Quilters, 

Parish Hall 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Virtual 

Coffee Hour 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Zoom 

Choir Rehearsal 

12:00 noon 
Order of Service 

Deadline 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Virtual 

Parish Committee 

12:00 noon 
Virtual 

Let’s Do Lunch 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Spirituality Group 

1:00 p.m. 
Organ Practice, 

Sanctuary 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Just This Sangha 

9:30 a.m. 
Virtual 

Racial Justice Team 
Discussion 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

10:00 a.m. 
Virtual 

Religious 
Exploration 
10:30 a.m. 

Virtual 
Worship Service 

2:00 p.m. 
Recording, 
Sanctuary 
4:00 p.m. 

Virtual 
Junior Youth 

 
 

Order of Service 
Deadline for 

11/29/20 

10:00 a.m. 
Peaceful Quilters, 

Parish Hall 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Virtual 

Coffee Hour 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Zoom 

Choir Rehearsal   

1:00 p.m. 
Organ Practice, 

Sanctuary 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Just This Sangha  

29 

10:00 a.m. 
Virtual 

Religious 
Exploration 
10:30 a.m. 

Virtual 
Worship Service 

30 

2:00 p.m. 
Recording, 
Sanctuary 
6:00 p.m. 

Virtual 
Full Moon 
Meditation      

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

JUSTICE, EQUALITY, AND PEACE VIGILS 

We are holding our vigils Monday through Friday from 5:00 to 5:30 p.m.  
 

You're invited to join, so if you'd like to know when others 
are planning to be there, use the link below to check the 
sign-up calendar.  You can add your name if 
you're planning to go.  Signs and sign-making materials 
are in the Parish Hall.   
 

We continue to welcome anyone from the community who would like to 
stand with us. 
                    

Copy and paste this link into your browser: 
 

              https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HFc3DUi9ZqpUS_c7IUJGi0Ofvwm2zxXX6OX-BycxU9s/edit#gid=10 
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