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 The First Unitarian Universalist Society of Middleborough 

Christmas Eve, 2020  5:30 p.m. 
 

Organ Prelude Carillon Toccata by Douglas E. Wagner 
 

Opening Carol The First Nowell  (See page 3) 
 

Welcome   Rev. Sarah Person 
   

Chalice Lighting  (In unison) words by Lindsay Bates 

To face the world's shadows, a chalice of light.  

To face the world's coldness, a chalice of warmth,  

To face the world's terrors, a chalice of courage.  

To face the world's turmoil, a chalice of peace.  

May its glow fill our spirits, our hearts, and our lives. 
 

Nativity   Shelley Otis, harp 
  Please to See the King Traditional 
 

Nativity Story                                                                Kelly Lownds 

 

Musical Offering  Tony Soares 
  O Holy Night by Adolphe Adam 
 

Responsive Reading Keeping Christmas excerpt by Henry van Dyke 
 

 Leader:  Are you willing to forget what you have done for other people,  

 Congregation:  and to remember what other people have done for you;  

 to ignore what the world owes you,  

 and to think what you owe the world;  

 to put your rights in the background, and your duties  

  in the middle distance,  

 and your chances to do a little more than your duty in the 

  foreground;  

 to see that your fellow [human beings] are just as real as you are,  

 and try to look behind their faces to their hearts, hungry for joy; 

 to own that probably the only good reason for your existence is 

  not what you are going to get out of life,  

 but what you are going to give to life; 

 to close your book of complaints against the management of the 

  universe,  

 and look around you for a place where you can sow a few  

  seeds of happiness— 

 are you willing to do these things even for a day?  

 Then you can keep Christmas. 

 And if you keep it for a day, why not always?                     
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Musical Offering        Jim Bonnar, Bet Giddings, John Mullen, Andrea Priest  
  Angels We Have Heard on High 

French Carol, words by Earl Marlatt 
 

Reading    
  The Work of Christmas by Howard Thurman 
 
Organ Offertory O Sanctissimus (Sicilian Hymn)  

by Benjamin Carr, ed. Barbara Owen 
 
Carol  Ed Priest, Guitar 

 Go Tell It on the Mountain  (See page 4) 

  
Homily  Christmas Nevertheless Rev. Sarah Person 
 
Musical Offering       Dody Adkins-Perry, Katie Allen, Sarah Person, Dan Hotchkiss 
  The World for Christmas by Anders Edenroth 
 

Closing Words 

 

Candlelighting/Carol  Shelley Otis & Virtual Choir 

  Silent Night  (See page 5) 

Hold your candles and dim your lights as we sing together. 

 

Postlude   Tony Soares 

 The Christmas Song by Robert Wells and Mel Tormé 
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The First Nowell 
English Carol 

Music from William Sandys’s  
Christmas Carols Ancient and Modern 

 
 

 The first Nowell the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds, in fields as they lay, 

 in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

 on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

 born is the king of Israel. 

 
 They looked up and saw a star, 

 shining in the east beyond them far, 

 and to the earth it gave great light, 

 and so it continued both day and night. 

 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

 born is the king of Israel. 

 
 And by the light of that same star, 

 three magi came from country far; 

 to seek a king was their intent, 

 and to follow the star wherever it went. 

 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

 born is the king of Israel. 
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Go Tell It on the Mountain 
Words & music:  African American spiritual 

 
 

Chorus: 

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 

 behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 

 Chorus 

 The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth  

 rang out the angel chorus that hailed the baby’s birth. 

 

 Chorus 

Down in a lowly manger the humble babe was born, 

and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

Chorus 
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Silent Night 
Words by Joseph Mohr 

Music by Franz X. Gruber 
 
 

 
  Silent night, holy night, 

  All is calm, all is bright 

  Round yon virgin mother and child. 

  Holy infant so tender and mild, 

  Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

  Silent night, holy night,  

  Shepherds quake at the sight, 

  Glories stream from heaven afar, 

  Heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia,” 

  Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

  Silent night, holy night,  

  Child of God, love’s pure light 

  Radiant beams from thy holy face, 

  With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

  Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 


