
  r                    THE FIRST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 
                OF  MIDDLEBOROUGH  

     
25 South Main Street, Middleborough, MA 02346       508-947-1935        www.uumiddleboro.org       May 2022        

 
 

 

We are offering both in-person and virtual worship services at 10:30 a.m.   
The link to each service will be posted on our website every week.   

For in-person attendance, please see the guidelines posted on the next page. 
 
 

Sunday, May 1 
Normand Grenier preaching 

The Matthew Mission Food Pantry 
Our sister church in Taunton has converted is homeless community outreach center into a food pantry. Come and hear the 
story of its origin and development. We will explore how outreach into the community can be an avenue of personal fulfillment. 
This morning’s presentation will be conducted by Normand Grenier, the pantry’s executive director.  Special music is provided 
by the Chalice Choir singing There Is More Love Somewhere PLUS Tony Soares singing The Impossible Dream. 
 

Sunday, May 8 – Mother’s Day 
Rev. Sarah Person preaching 
Mothering As an Act of Faith 

To be a parent is to enter into the most challenging, satisfying, gleeful, frightening, revelatory time of life imaginable.  Our 
wants are simple – for our children to be safe, loving and loved.  Today’s sermon is in honor of those who extend those 
commitments to a wider world.  Special music will be provided by a women’s vocal ensemble singing 1,000 Grandmothers 
written by Holly Near.  
 

Sunday, May 15 
Rev. Sarah Person preaching 

The Intangibles 
In advance of retirement, I will be downsizing, or, in the language of Marie Kondo, retaining only what gives me joy.  As a 
spiritual exercise, it is unmatched in self-revelations and practicality.  I saved papers, photos, buttons, swag from conferences, 
notes – you get the idea – as tangible mementos of my life.  It is time to curate this personal museum of artifacts.  Allowing 
memories to be freed from objects is possibly the healthiest thing we can do.  Special music will be provided by members of 
the Chalice Choir. 
 

Sunday, May 22 - Music Sunday 
Led by Susan Hotchkiss 

Considering Music 
Join us for Music Sunday 2022 as we Hear, Heal, and Hope our way into a celebration of music. The Chalice Choir will present A 
Ukrainian Prayer, newly composed by living legend John Rutter, and Sing Gently by Erik Whitacre who presented this piece in a 
virtual format involving 17,572 singers in July of 2020. In addition to the choir, there will be an instrumental offering from Nancy 
Kidd as well as other soloists and smaller ensembles of singers and players. This worship service is designed to look deeply into 
music as a participatory art form, strengthening our community and allowing us to carry forth with strength and purpose.  
 

Sunday, May 29 
Rev. Sarah Person preaching 

A Preacher’s Life 
Years ago, I discovered in family files a great-great-grandfather’s own story delivered from his pulpit on March 15, 1857.  It is 
an unabashed love story and my gift to you today. 
  

  

https://uumiddleboro.org/event/worship-service-6/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/worship-service-7/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/worship-service-8/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/music-sunday/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/worship-service-9/


Minister’s Message 
 

“One Way to Help in the Real World” 

 

Sometimes it’s hard to realize what an impact this congregation has had on Middleborough and the 

communities around us that we serve.  Not only do we support nonprofit organizations serving 

populations needing a helping hand with our Cash-in-the-Plate program, but we support our 

Minister’s Discretionary Fund.  On behalf of our church, with our discretionary fund and with 

nonmonetary donations, we have given away 
 

• new clothing and toys for schoolchildren 

• Chromebook for a special needs child so he could keep up with schoolwork 

• a specially designed chair so a child could join his family at the dinner table 

• a child’s first bed of his own 

• Christmas gifts  

• emergency shelter when the weather is bad, or when there is domestic violence 

• supermarket and gas cards 

• food and diapers 

• rent, utilities and mortgage payments to help folks with possible evictions, cut-offs and 

foreclosures 

• support for area food pantries, missions for the homeless, nonprofits serving our most at-risk 

populations. 
  

We work with members of the Middleborough Area Assistance Coalition (MAAC) to identify and verify 

those in need and to collaborate with other nonprofits, notably the Sacred Heart Food Pantry, 

Matthew Mission Food Pantry, Old Colony Elder Services, Salvation Army, Middleborough Gas & 

Electric, Family Resource Center for the Middleborough Public Schools, Old Colony Y, 

Middleborough Council on Aging, Middleborough Counseling Center, to name a few. 
  

Every time I talk with the people we’re helping, I tell them “My congregation is full of folks who have 

been through tough times themselves and are happy to help.”  To the ones who want to pay us 

back, I say “When you can, please help someone else.  And, please stop by on a Sunday morning.” 
 

Rev. Sarah 

 
 

THE ELSIE GAUDETTE AWARD 
The Elsie Gaudette Award can be given to a person who exemplifies 

the service and dedication to this church that Elsie did for many 

years.  The Elsie Gaudette Award Committee will be meeting to 

review the nominations.   

  

If you know of a deserving person to nominate for this award, you 

must nominate her/him in writing, telling of this person’s 

contributions to the church over time and why this person deserves 

the honor.  Send your signed letters to the Committee Chairperson, 

Linda E. Thompson. 

  

https://uumiddleboro.org/one-way-to-help-in-the-real-world/
https://uumiddleboro.org/the-elsie-gaudette-award/


 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

WELCOME TO MAY 

Such an exciting time of the year as we enter warmer days of growing light and new beginnings. On 

May 22 we will celebrate Music Sunday with a special worship service called “Considering Music.” 

You can read more about this service in our calendar line-up of Sunday descriptions. The “music 

department” is very busy preparing and practicing for a program that we hope will be thoughtful and 

nourishing for us all.  
 

We are also thinking forward into June when we will celebrate Rev. Sarah’s retirement on June 11. 

She has been a stalwart supporter of our music program at UU Middleboro, and we will miss her 

rich contralto voice and steadfast support.  Events of the day will include a program in the sanctuary 

at 2:00, followed by an outdoor reception of light refreshments. Mark your calendars now and keep 

a lookout for your invitation and RSVP information. 
 

Carry on, and SING while you’re at it! 
 

Susan Hotchkiss, Director of Music 
 

 

 
 

MEMORY BOOK 
On June 11 at 2:00 p.m., we will be celebrating Rev. Sarah’s ministry in our UU 

church. We would like members and friends of our community to contribute to a 

memory book which we will create in Rev. Sarah’s honor. 
 

We would appreciate it if everyone would take this opportunity to create an 8 ½” by 11” sheet for 

the book.  You may create your page using a variety of ideas.  It may include a letter you write to 

Rev. Sarah, a poem, a drawing or other creative expression of your relationship. Photographs could 

enhance that page. 
 

In the front foyer of the church (at the top of the front entry stairs), there will be a labeled box on a 

table in which you may place your completed masterpiece. The collection box is in the foyer. 
 

We must have these in no later than May 22 so our committee can assemble the variety of 

expressions. 
 

For questions, contact a member of the committee: Sue St. Germain, Cheryl MacQueen or 

Vi Fairweather. 
   

Your contribution is very meaningful.  

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

The details in this Newsletter are up-to-date as of the publication, but there may be changes/updates, so 

be sure to check the weekly “UU Updates” for any updated information.  If you are not subscribed to receive 

the “UU Updates,” send an email to office@uumiddleboro.org, and we will add you to the mailing list.  

https://uumiddleboro.org/music-musings-4/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/memory-book-deadline/
mailto:office@uumiddleboro.org


 
 

 

 

 

 
RELIGIOUS 

EXPLORATION 
 

 

 

Sunday School Classes: An Amazing Journey, On the Road Again  

We are continuing on a pilgrimage of faith, exploring how Unitarian Universalism translates into life 

choices and everyday action. Our lessons will culminate at the youth service on June 12.  Has your 

child completed any activity that aligns with our seven principles?  Please be sure to come 

downstairs in the Parish Hall and add the activity to our path. We meet weekly at 10:00 a.m. on 

Sunday mornings.  

 

Snack and Play 

We had multiple families visit our craft table and enjoy time relaxing and crafting.  Thank you to 

Leslie Sorrento and the Dragunas family for bringing the Duplo Blocks.  It added a lot of fun for the 

kids, and there were some great castles built and some great walls destroyed!   

 

Craft Club  

On May 15 at 12:00 p.m., we will get together and will work on various crafts for both our Faithful 

Footprints program as well as sharing some international snacks and games.  

 

Field Trip   

We are having an RE field trip on May 21.  At 9:15 a.m. we will meet at the Middleboro/Lakeville 

train station, head into South Station and have a UU history tour with Greg Stevens.  The tour will 

head to Faneuil Hall for lunch, and after lunch we walk the Labyrinth before we head back on the 

3:00 p.m. train.  All are welcome! 

 

RE Parent Meeting  

CHANGE IN MAY SCHEDULE to the 4th Sunday of the month.  We usually meet the second Sunday 

each month at 11:45 virtually but we will push it off until 5/22 at the same time.  The link goes out 

via email and will be in the UU Updates each month.   

 

Youth Group  

Greg Stevens, Kelly Lownds and Barbara Bancroft are working with the Youth Groups. The Youth 

Group will meet from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. on May 22 with Kelly and Barbara.  We will be planning for 

our LGBTQ volunteer efforts.  

 

Coming of Age    

CHANGE IN MAY SCHEDULE - We are meeting on May 1 this month from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  We will 

be planning our youth service this evening.  

 

Volunteer Efforts  

Thank you to everyone who has painted pots and taken marigolds to grow.   If interested in receiving 

some pots, please email dre@uumiddleboro.org. 

Kelly Lownds, Director of Religious Exploration  

https://uumiddleboro.org/children/
https://uumiddleboro.org/children/
mailto:dre@uumiddleboro.org


VIRTUAL 
SPRING AUCTION 2022 

Sunday, May 1 
 

This spring we're organizing an on-line auction featuring a variety of goods, 

services, and events.  All items will be up for auction, meaning highest 

bidder for each item gets it.  It's a great chance to connect with Church 

friends and have some fun throughout the summer! 
 

We're seeking offerings that might include: 
 

- Hosted events - meals, picnics, outings, walks 

- Prepared meals, treats, baked goodies 

- Themed gift baskets 

- Novelty/hand-crafted items 

- Gift cards 

- Garden/yard chores, help around the house 

- Help with shopping, transporting items, rides 

- What else? 
 

Please submit your offerings by email to uu362@comcast.net or contact the Church office at 508-

947-1935.  Include a description of your offering, quantities, picture (if possible), and suggested 

minimum bid.  If there's something you'd like to see offered, send along your suggestions/requests. 
 

The auction will begin with a live kick-off event on May 1.  We'll be providing more details in the 

coming weeks. 
 

Thank you for all you do for each other and for the Church! 
 

 
 

CUUPS 
BELTANE RITUAL 

Monday, May 2 

7:00 p.m. 

in the  Parish Hall 
                                       CUUPS will celebrate Beltane, the great pagan fire festival that honors the 

                                        full blossoming of the Earth in renewal. In earlier times, bonfires would 

                                   blaze on the hilltops, illuminating the night sky. People would dance the 

Maypole, and young lovers would celebrate their tryst by jumping the broom.  It is still a time of 

rejoicing…of celebrating the return of vibrant colors, scents, lush abundance and high magick as 

Nature sends forth new life in all its forms, and we welcome the coming warmth and ease of 

Summer.  Everything is new and lovely, everything holds promise, anything seems possible, and 

indeed…….it is. 
 

Join us this night as we celebrate and revel in the beauty of the season and the gifts that Goddess 

Gaia has once again brought to us.  We will follow the ritual with a simple feast of finger foods and 

drink.  Please bring your own plates, cups, utensils, etc.  We will take everything with us when we 

leave and also continue to follow church-directed precautions for Covid. 
 

All are welcome.  

https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-spring-auction/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-spring-auction/
mailto:uu362@comcast.net
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/cuups/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/cuups/


 
VIRTUAL 

JUST THIS SANGHA 

Fridays:  May 6, 13, 20, 27  

6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Just This Sangha meets virtually (via Zoom) nearly every Friday evening from 6:00 to 7:30 for silent 

meditation and sharing of our practice experience.  From a Buddhist, particularly Zen, perspective, we 

focus on bringing practice to daily life; exploring letting go of our usual habitual reactivity and 

opening to our selves and others as we actually are.   
 

Not a drop-in group, we do welcome potentially new members to join us for a few sessions to see if 

the group is a good fit.  Contact Tom Tanguay at Thisjustthis@gmail.com for more information. 
 

 
 

CALLING ALL GARDENERS! 
Saturdays:  May 7 & 21; June 4 & 18 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
Join the Gardening Team on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of May and June. We’ll be “playing” in the 

Memorial Garden and Walkway from 10:00 to 12:00. Together we can help all the emerging plants 

brighten up our church property. Bring your hand clippers, gloves, etc. Hope to see folks on May 7, 

May 21, June 4, and June 18.  Newcomers welcome! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
JUSTICE, EQUALITY & PEACE VIGILS 

(weather permitting) 

Saturdays:  May 7, 14, 21, 28 

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
We will continue scheduling weekly ½ hour vigils on Saturday mornings from 11:30 a.m. to 

12:00 noon.  In addition, we will be offering training to help us respond to folks with strong opinions.   
 

If you are interested in standing with us but would like the training first, please add your name, but 

put an X in the first column.  All are invited to join in. 
 

Sign up for training and/or the vigil by visiting Vigil Sign-Ups. 
 

 

https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-just-this-sangha-11/2022-05-06/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-just-this-sangha-11/2022-05-06/
mailto:Thisjustthis@gmail.com
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/garden-work-party-2/2022-05-07/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/justice-equality-peace-vigil-2/2022-05-07/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bh50g1GJo86U_kwcs9k95_PaZTPNP7i8CugTK77hd6o/edit#gid=247885754


VIRTUAL 

COFFEE WITH THE MINISTER  

Tuesdays:  May 10, 17, 24, 31 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Meet with Rev. Sarah over Zoom.  Links for this event will be sent by email to UU Updates 

subscribers. 
 

 
 

VIRTUAL 

LET’S DO LUNCH 
Thursdays:  May 12, 19, 26 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
Meet with Rev. Sarah over Zoom.  Links for this event will be sent by email to UU Updates 

subscribers. 
 

 
 

LGBTQ RAINBOW COFFEE SOCIAL 

Friday, May 13, at 2:00 p.m. 

Middleborough Council on Aging 

558 Plymouth Street 
The Middleborough COA is hosting an LGBTQ Coffee Social on Friday, May 13, for the LGBTQ 

community.  This event may be offered monthly.  There is no charge.  Please call Maureen at 508-

946-2490 if you are interested in joining the group.  All are invited. 
 

 
 

 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

The deadline for the June Newsletter is Sunday, May 15.  The deadline for 

the Summer Newsletter (July and August) is the second Sunday of June – 

June 12.  This deadline is firm, as the church office closes for the summer 

on Friday, June 17.  You may submit your information by sending it to 

office@uumiddleboro.org. 
 

 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
Monday, May 16 

5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  

in the 

Parish Hall 
The Book Club continues to meet on the third Monday of the month, 5:30 – 

6:30 p.m.  Our May 16 selection is Euphoria by Lily King.  Contact Carleen for more 

info at carleenml@aol.com.  

https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-coffee-with-the-minister-9/2022-05-10/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-coffee-with-the-minister-9/2022-05-10/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-lets-do-lunch-8/2022-05-12/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-lets-do-lunch-8/2022-05-12/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/lgbtq-rainbow-coffee-social/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/june-newsletter-deadline/
mailto:office@uumiddleboro.org
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/book-discussion-group-3/2022-05-16/
mailto:carleenml@aol.com


VIRTUAL 

FULL MOON MEDITATION  
with Natalie Johnson 

Monday, May 16 

6:00 - 6:45 p.m. 
                                          This month the Full Moon falls in the earth sign of Taurus. Join us as we  

                                          celebrate the spiritual festival of Wesak in honor of the Buddha.  Wesak is 

                                          the second of three great spiritual festivals, the first being Easter. At this  

time there is an opening through which an outpouring of blessings is transmitted from the higher 

realms from the Buddha, through the Christ and into the hearts and minds of people of goodwill 

everywhere on earth.  It is an act of grace on the part of Divinity for the upliftment and blessing of 

humanity. Surely at this moment in our world we can benefit from this gift of pure love. Come with 

us this night as we travel in spirit to the Wesak Valley in Tibet to witness and take part in this special 

spiritual dispensation. 
 

All are welcome.   
 

The link for this event will be sent by email to UU Updates subscribers. 
 

 

VIRTUAL 

PARISH COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday, May 18 

6:30 p.m. 
All members and friends are invited to attend the Parish Committee meeting. 
 

The link for this event will be sent by email to UU Updates subscribers. 

 

VIRTUAL  

NEW MOON MEDITATION 
with Natalie Johnson 

Monday, May 30 

6:00 - 6:45 p.m. 
This New Moon falls in the sign of Gemini, the sign most closely associated with verbal 

communication. Geminis are the pollinators of the Zodiac, flitting from flower to flower, not always 

drinking deeply but delighting nonetheless in sharing. 
 

We are now being called to learn a different language……..that of the heart. We are being asked to 

linger a bit longer, listen more deeply, and then filter what we learn through the heart before 

dissemination.  We are being invited to spend time with our “more than human” kin in order to 

attune to their languages….those of trees, clouds, soil, storms those with fur and feather and fin. All 

are acutely aware of us even when we do not notice them. They all have something important to 

share with us. This gift no longer comes easily to us, but if we try hard, we can remember.  It takes 

time, desire, humility and most of all, an open heart, and it will benefit us all.  Join us tonite as we 

try together…….you might be surprised at who is wanting to talk to you….. 
 

All are welcome.  
 

The link for this event will be sent by email to UU Updates subscribers.  

https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-full-moon-meditation-5/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-full-moon-meditation-5/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-parish-committee/2022-05-18/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-parish-committee/2022-05-18/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-new-moon-meditation-5/
https://uumiddleboro.org/event/virtual-new-moon-meditation-5/


MINUTES OF THE PARISH COMMITTEE MEETING 
April 20, 2022 

 

Minister 
Natalie & Norm filling the pulpit for the next two weeks. 
Working on organizing services for May. 
Pride & RE Sundays planned in June. 
Church is providing support for Avis Clay’s memorial service (tech, collation). 
Primary demands for Minister’s Discretionary Fund – seniors, utilities, rent, domestic violence. 

 

Treasurer 
Pledges coming in as expected. 

 

Music 
Choir participation at 16-18 singers. 
Plans underway for Music Sunday on May 22. 
Expect to need more in the budget next year due to increased participation and need for new music. 

 

RE 
Coming of Age underway. 
Planning for Youth Worship service. 
Planning for next year. 
 

Social Justice 
Cash in the Plate for May recommendation – Bail Project. 
Will work on getting reps from Cash in the Plate recipients to make presentations at Sunday services. 
Working on partnerships with Brockton NAACP and BCCR. 
Would like to have Church representation at BCCR’s Juneteenth event and Battistini’s Pride event. 

 

Pledge Drive 
Kudos to Gil for such a great job. 
Current total approx. $161,000, with 3 more maybes. 
Will look to identify those who indicated in survey willingness to increase pledge to support interim. 
Will publicly acknowledge those who have made a pledge. 

 

Fundraising 
Spring Auction will kick off on May 1. 
Planning meeting on April 23 to address planned and possible events – Snack & Play in July, Yard Sale in Aug/Sept, 

Road Rally in Oct, Holiday Craft Fair in Nov. 
 

Interim Minister Search 
Application for interim minister will be completed by April 25. 
Compensation package – Congregation authorized $85k with flexibility to increase if pledges increased; will offer total 

$90k, thanks to increase in pledges, with salary range of $65,000-$67,500. 
UUA will notify us of candidates in May. 
PC assembling small task group to interview and evaluate candidates. 

 

Exit interviews 
UUA will be conducting interviews with Rev Sarah and the PC. 

 

Leadership Development 
Search for Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer continues.                                                     (continued on next page) 



Sarah’s Shindig 
Susan Hotchkiss is spearheading a farewell event for Rev Sarah on June 11. 
Planning team includes Bob Waterman, Tony Soares, Andrea Priest, Bill Howe, and Sue St. Germain. 
Program will begin in sanctuary (remote available) at 2:00, followed by an outdoor reception with light refreshments. 
PC authorized $1000 budget. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
April 10, 2022 

 
Meeting called to order at 12:00. 
Jim Bonnar, PC President reviewed the following: 
FY ’21-’22 Third Quarter Budget Update 

• Income has been below what we budgeted for the year. 

 Pledge income is currently $11,500 less than expected at this time.  We hope to see that improve by the end 

of the fiscal year. 

 Fundraising is expected to be $7,000 less than budgeted for the year. 

• We have a net saving of $3,500 for expenses. 

• The budgeted anticipated deficit was $11,800.  Based on current status, we expect that amount will be closer to 

$20,000. 

• Last fiscal year, we ended with a $15,800 surplus thanks to the PPP grant and a general response from the 

Congregation to our special COVID ask. 

FY ’22-’23 Budget 

• The current pledge drive has secured commitments of $156,000 in pledges, slightly lower than last year’s amount.  

We still have a few pledge units to hear from 

• We expect to budget a more conservative amount of $12,000 for fundraisers. 

• The Parish Committee recommends an $85,000 total compensation package for an interim minister.  This is $5,000 less 

than the current total minister’s compensation package.  It is also less than the fair compensation guidelines amount. 

• The net result on the budget, assuming other expenses are level-funded, with the exception of modest staff salary 

increases to keep pace with fair compensation guidelines, will be an anticipated budget deficit of approximately $20,000. 

Congregational Survey 

• Most respondents indicated a desire for a full-time interim minister. 

• Several respondents indicated a willingness to increase their pledges to support doing so. 

• Most respondents believed it acceptable to use savings to support compensation for a full-time interim minister. 

The Parish Committee believes it essential to make the best possible compensation offer, as we are in competition with 
many other Congregations seeking interim ministers.  The recommended amount is a compromise between trying to be 
as competitive as we can and not significantly increasing the projected budget deficit. 
Motion:  To authorize an amount of $85,000 for the FY ’22-’23 budget for an interim minister compensation package.  
Seconded.  Passed. 
Further discussion that if pledge income increases, the Parish Committee could consider increasing the compensation package. 
Motion:  To adjourn.  Seconded.  Passed. 
 
  



Pastoral Ministry and Parish Care 
Our church offers both Pastoral Ministry and 

Parish Care.  If you have something weighing on 

your mind and would like to talk with a minister, 
please contact any member of our Pastoral 

Ministry Team.  Parish Care help is available to 

assist with meals, transportation, emergency 

babysitting, and hospital visits during illnesses or 

other family emergencies.  
 

We are a diverse, active and caring community; 

and we welcome your questions and your 
participation.  You are always invited to call or 

visit our minister to discuss any matter of 

concern to you. 
 

Sue Curtiss:  Lay Pastoral Ministry Coordinator 

Dave Kraemer:  Lay Pastoral Minister 

Sue St. Germain: Lay Pastoral Minister 

Parish Committee 
President:                Jim Bonnar 

Vice President:          Bob Waterman 

Treasurer:        Marc MacQueen 

Interim Assistant Treasurer:                  Gil Cote 

Parish Clerk:                Lois Aldrich 
 

Members At Large:                  Katie Allen 

                                     Nicole Sykes 
 

 

Click here to access the 
Church Calendar 

  
 
 

Mal Marvill: Parish Care Coordinator 
Rev. Sarah Person 

 

 
 

Sunday Services in the Sanctuary 
All those who are fully vaccinated are welcome to attend our Sunday services in person.  We're doing all 

we can to ensure the safety of those who attend: 
 

• Masks are required in the church building, except for those who are speaking from the platform. 

• All are expected to observe proper distancing of at least three feet. 

• Windows will be kept open slightly to enhance ventilation. 
• Entry will be by the front door and the downstairs parish hall door only.  The Nickerson Street 

door will be kept closed. 
 

With these precautions, we hope to enjoy one other’s presence in experiencing worship together.  We 

will continue to watch the trends carefully and adjust our guidelines as needed. 

 
Mission Statement 

We seek to provide a sanctuary where people can come together as a community to foster spiritual and 

personal growth through education and open discussion, to offer the opportunity for meditation and 

worship, and to serve as a liberal religious voice. 
 

In our interactions with one another, we seek to build a strong community, great with acceptance, 

appreciation, caring love, respect, tolerance, trust, and forgiveness; to listen to one another and resolve 

our conflicts peacefully; to sympathize with and show compassion to one another; to express our 

creativity together; and to delight in fun and friendship. 
 

As a religious community, we strive to help one another in our individual journeys to discover our spiritual 

selves; to find purpose, self-worth, and peace; to explore moral and ethical questions together; and to inspire, 

challenge, and to stimulate one another intellectually - with open-mindedness and without judgment. 
 

As individuals and in the larger community, we will speak against injustice and cruelty.  We seek to 
model tolerance and diversity; confront the fear of difference; and thoughtfully address the many difficult 

problems of our world.\ 

https://uumiddleboro.org/calendar-of-events/
https://uumiddleboro.org/sunday-services-in-the-sanctuary/


May 2022 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
10:00 a.m. 

Virtual Religious 
Exploration 
10:30 a.m. 

Worship Service 
Virtual  

Spring Auction 
4:00 p.m. 

Coming of Age, 
Parish Hall 

7:00 p.m. 
CUUPS, 

Parish Hall 

10:00 a.m. 
Peaceful Quilters, 

Parish Hall 
 

11:00 a.m. 
Virtual Care 

Team  
 

7:00 p.m. 
Chalice Choir 

Rehearsal  

5:30 p.m. 
Virtual  

Journal Writing 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Spirituality Group 

1:00 p.m. 
Organ Practice, 

Sanctuary 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Just This Sangha 

9:00 a.m. 
Garden Work 

Party, 
Memorial Garden 

& Walkway 
 

11:30 a.m. 
Peace Vigil, 

Church Lawn 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 
 
 
 

 
10:00 a.m. 

Virtual Religious 
Exploration 

 
10:30 a.m. 

Worship Service  

10:00 a.m. 
Virtual Coffee 

with the Minister 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Peaceful Quilters, 

Parish Hall 
 

11:00 a.m. 
Virtual Care 

Team 
  

7:00 p.m. 
Chalice Choir 

Rehearsal 

6:30 p.m. 
Virtual 

Music Committee 

12:00 noon 
Virtual  

Let’s Do Lunch 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Virtual 

Journal Writing 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Spirituality Group 

1:00 p.m. 
Organ Practice, 

Sanctuary 
 

2:00 p.m. 
LGBTQ Rainbow 

Coffee Social, 
Council on Aging 

 

6:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Just This Sangha 

 
11:30 a.m. 
Peace Vigil, 

Church Lawn 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 

 

12:00 noon 
RE Craft Club, 

Parish Hall 
 

June Newsletter 
Deadline 

5:30 p.m. 
Book Discussion 

Group, 
Parish Hall 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Virtual Full Moon 
Meditation 

10:00 a.m. 
Virtual Coffee with 

the Minister 
10:00 a.m. 

Peaceful Quilters, 
Parish Hall 

 

11:00 a.m. 
Virtual Care Team  

7:00 p.m. 
Chalice Choir 

Rehearsal 

6:30 p.m. 
Virtual 

Parish Committee 

12:00 noon 
Virtual  

Let’s Do Lunch 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Virtual 

Journal Writing 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Spirituality Group 

1:00 p.m. 
Organ Practice, 

Sanctuary 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Just This Sangha 

9:00 a.m. 
Garden Work 

Party, 
Memorial Garden 

& Walkway 
9:15 a.m. 

RE Field Trip 
11:30 a.m. 
Peace Vigil, 

Church Lawn 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
10:00 a.m. 

Virtual Religious 
Exploration 
10:30 a.m. 

Worship Service 
11:45 a.m. 
Virtual RE  

Parent Meeting 
Memory Book 

Deadline 
5:00 p.m. 

Youth Groups, 
Parish Hall  

10:00 a.m. 
Virtual Coffee with 

the Minister 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Peaceful Quilters, 

Parish Hall 
 

11:00 a.m. 
Virtual Care Team  

 

7:00 p.m. 
Chalice Choir 

Rehearsal  

12:00 noon 
Virtual  

Let’s Do Lunch 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Virtual  

Journal Writing 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Spirituality Group 

1:00 p.m. 
Organ Practice, 

Sanctuary 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Virtual 

Just This Sangha 

11:30 a.m. 
Peace Vigil, 

Church Lawn 

29 30 31     

10:00 a.m. 
Virtual Religious 

Exploration 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 

 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Virtual New Moon 
Meditation 

10:00 a.m. 
Virtual Coffee with the 

Minister 
10:00 a.m. 

Peaceful Quilters, 
Parish Hall 
11:00 a.m. 

Virtual Care Team  
7:00 p.m. 

Chalice Choir 
Rehearsal     



 

 
www.uua.org/new-england 

 

Upcoming NER Programs 
 

Gatherings for Congregational Board Members/Trustees 
Tuesday, May 3, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm  
This is the NER quarterly zoom gatherings for congregational board members/trustees Join with your peers to share 
ideas, strategies, questions, concerns, and support. 
 
Meet & Eat Series for Religious Educators 
Tuesday, May 10, 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm  
Bring your lunch and come meet & eat with colleagues! The New England Region invites New England and Central East 
religious educators to a quarterly series of targeted conversations via Zoom. Bring your lunch and come meet & eat with 
colleagues! All sessions will be held from 12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m.  
 
Spiritual Leadership for Culture Change: A Community of Practice 
Tuesday, May 24, 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm  
Thursday, May 26, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm  
Mark your calendars for our gatherings in May 2022. We will send details for each 90-minute gathering as it approaches. 
The topic and design for both daytime and evening offerings will be the same. 
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