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The First Unitarian Universalist Society of Middleborough 
May 8, 2022   Mother’s Day 
 

 

Organ Prelude    Siciliana by G. F. Handel, arr. E. D. Wolff 

 

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Dan Hotchkiss 

 

Opening Words  Some Day by Margaret Williams Braxton 

 Reader Once upon a time I was 

    Reader               Now I am 

  Congregation Some day I will become 
  

    Reader Once there was 

    Reader  And now there is 

    Congregation Soon there will be 

  And some day there surely shall be 
  

       Reader Once upon a time we were 

       Reader Now we are 

       Congregation And some day (Hallelujah!) 

 we shall surely become 

 

Hymn #118 This Little Light of Mine  (See page 4)                     

 

Chalice Lighting  (In unison) by George Kimmich Beach 

 In the mystery of life about us there is light. 

               It gives us a place to be, to grow, to rejoice together. 

               It opens the pathways to love.  

               In this place of friendship there is freedom. 

               Let the light we kindle go before us,  

               Strong in hope, wide in good will,  

               Inviting the day to come. 
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Chalice Lighting Response 

  May We Shine a Light of Love by Joyce Poley 

 May we shine a light of love,  

 May we shine a light of love, 

 With ev’ry thought, With ev’ry step we take 

 May we shine a light of love. 

 

Musical Offering  (See page 5) Chalice Ensemble 

  1000 Grandmothers  

by Holly Near, arr. J. David Moore 

 

Message for All Ages  Kelly Lownds 

  Fruits by Christopher Buice 

 

(Joys and Concerns will be shared at the start of our time of fellowship.) 

 

Prayer  Pastoral Prayer for Mother’s Day by Sarah Person 

 

Hymn #325 Love Makes a Bridge  (See page 6) 

 

Reading  Lessons I Never Wanted to Teach  

by Dr. Janice Marie Johnson 

 

Sermon  Mothering As an Act of Faith Rev. Sarah Person 

 

Offertory  Girl with the Flaxen Hair by C. Debussy 

 

Closing Words  A Lovingkindness Meditation by Sylvia Boorstein 

 

Hymn  There Is a Love  (See page 7) 

 

Unison Benediction Go out into the world in peace.   

 Have courage.   

 Hold on to what is good.   

 Return to no person evil for evil. 

 Strengthen the fainthearted.   

 Support the weak.  Help the suffering.   

 Honor all beings. 
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Sung Benediction  Go Your Way in Peace by Jim Scott 

    Go your way in peace,  

    wander as you may, 

     Blessed is the path you take:   

     may love guide you on your way. 

 

Extinguishing the Chalice  (in unison) by Brian Kiely 

 The Chalice is extinguished,  

 but its light lives on in the minds  

 and the hearts and the souls of each one of us. 
  

 Let us carry the flame with us and  

 share it with those we know,  

 with those we love, and most  

 especially, with those we have yet to meet. 

 

Postlude   Chalice Ensemble 

 #1026 If Every Woman in the World 

  by Karen MacKay, arr. Jerome Kyles 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Worship Leaders 

Today's service is led by Rev. Dan Hotchkiss with readers Nancy Backus, 

Cindy Benard, Andrea Priest, and Patty Simon. 
  

 

Music Notes 

Kudos to the Chalice Ensemble for singing today’s Musical Offering and 

Postlude. The six singers include: Dody Adkins-Perry, Nancy Backus, 

Holly Begley, Cindy Benard, Andrea Priest, and Patty Simon. 
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This Little Light of Mine 
Words & music:  African American spiritual 

 

 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

Building up a world, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Building up a world, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Building up a world, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
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1000 Grandmothers 
Words & music by Holly Near 

 
Send in a thousand grandmothers 

They will surely volunteer 

With their ancient wisdom flowing 

They will lend a loving ear x2 
 

First they'll form a loving circle 

Around the wounded wing 

Then contain the brutal beasts of war 

Sweet freedom songs they'll sing x2 
 

A lullaby much stronger 

Than bombs and threats to kill 

A force unlike we've ever seen 

Will break the murder's will x2 
 

To the prisons we'll invite them 

The most violent men will weep 

When a 1000 women hold them strong 

And pray their souls to keep x2 
 

Let them rock the few who steal the most 

And rule with youthful charms 

So they'll see the damage that they do 

And will fall into grandma's arms 

2000 loving arms 
 

If you think these women are too soft 

To face the world at hand 

Then you've never known the power of love 

And you fail to understand 
 

An old woman holds a powerful force 

When she no longer needs to please 

She can cut your shallow life to bits 

And bring you to your knees 

We best get down on our knees 
 

And pray for a thousand grandmothers 

Will you please come volunteer 

No longer tucked deep out of sight 

Will you bring your power here 

Will you bring your power here  
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Love Makes a Bridge 
Words:  Brian Wren 

Music:  Gerald Wheeler 

 

 

Love makes a bridge from heart to heart, and hand to hand. 

Love finds a way when laws are blind, and freedom banned. 

Love breaks the walls of language, gender, class, and age. 

Love gives us wings to slip the bars of every cage. 

Love lifts the hopes that force and fear have beaten down. 

Love breaks the chains and gives us strength to stand our ground. 

Love rings the bells of wanted birth and wedding day. 

Love guides the hands that promise more than words can say. 

Love makes a bridge that winds may shake, yet not destroy. 

Love carries faith through life and death, to endless joy. 
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